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Marthoma worship order is a comprehensive guide that details the liturgical practices and rituals
followed by the Marthoma Syrian Church. Rooted in the ancient traditions of the Syriac Christian
liturgy, the Marthoma worship order is a blend of reverence, spirituality, and community participation.
Understanding this order is essential for members of the Marthoma Church, clergy, and anyone
interested in the rich liturgical heritage of this ancient Christian denomination. This article aims to
provide an in-depth overview of the Marthoma worship order, its structure, significance, and the
various components involved in its observance.

Introduction to the Marthoma Worship Order

The Marthoma Syrian Church, also known as the Malankara Marthoma Syrian Church, traces its
origins to the ancient Christian community of Kerala, India. Its worship order is deeply influenced by
the Syriac liturgical traditions, emphasizing the importance of sacraments, prayer, and communal
worship. The worship order is not only a religious routine but also a profound spiritual experience
that connects the congregation with God, the saints, and the church community.

Core Principles of the Marthoma Worship

Before delving into the specifics of the order, it is important to understand the guiding principles:

- Liturgical Reverence: Every part of the service is conducted with reverence and solemnity.
- Community Participation: The congregation actively participates through responses, singing,

and prayer.
- Sacraments and Rites: Emphasis on sacraments such as the Eucharist (Holy Communion) as

central to worship.
- Use of Sacred Liturgy: The worship follows a set liturgical order based on tradition and

scripture.

The Structure of the Marthoma Worship Order

The worship service in the Marthoma Church is structured into various segments, each with specific
prayers, readings, and rituals. These segments are designed to lead the congregation through a
spiritual journey, from praise and confession to communion and thanksgiving.
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1. Preparation and Entrance

- Procession: The clergy, choir, and congregation enter the church, often accompanied by hymns.
- Lighting of Lamps and Incense: Symbolizing the presence of the Holy Spirit and sanctification of

the space.
- Opening Prayer: Invoking God's presence and seeking His guidance for the worship.

2. Liturgy of the Word

This segment involves scriptural readings, psalms, and responsive prayers.

- Reading of Scripture: Typically from the Old Testament, Epistles, and Gospel.
- Hymns and Antiphons: Sung by the choir or congregation to praise God.
- Sermon: A message delivered by the priest based on the scripture readings.

3. Prayer of Confession and Intercession

- Confession of Sins: Congregants acknowledge their sins and seek forgiveness.
- Prayers for the Church, Community, and the World: Intercessory prayers for peace, health, and

spiritual growth.

4. The Eucharist (Holy Communion)

The core of Marthoma worship, the Eucharist involves several important steps:

- Preparation of the Elements: Bread and wine are consecrated by the priest.
- Breaking of the Bread: Symbolizing Christ?s body broken for salvation.
- Distribution: The congregation receives communion, often with specific responses and hymns.

5. Thanksgiving and Closing

- Thanksgiving Prayer: Giving thanks for the blessings received.
- Benediction: The priest blesses the congregation.
- Closing Hymns and Dismissal: Concluding the service with hymns and the final blessing.

Special Components of the Marthoma Worship Order
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Beyond the basic structure, several special components and variations enrich the worship
experience.

Chanting and Hymns

- The Marthoma worship employs a rich repertoire of hymns, psalms, and chants in Syriac and
local languages.

- The choir plays a vital role in leading hymns, creating an atmosphere of reverence and joy.

Use of Incense and Icons

- Incense symbolizes prayers rising to heaven.
- Icons and sacred symbols are used to focus worship and veneration.

Liturgical Vestments

- The clergy wear specific vestments, such as the cassock, stole, and epitrachelion, signifying
their role and sanctity.

Variations and Special Services

The Marthoma worship order varies slightly depending on the occasion:

- Festival Services: Christmas, Easter, and other significant festivals have special liturgies.
- Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism and Confirmation services have unique liturgical procedures.
- Funeral Rites: Special prayers and rituals are observed for the departed.

Importance of the Marthoma Worship Order for the Faithful

Understanding and participating in the Marthoma worship order helps deepen faith and foster a
sense of community. It provides a structured way to experience God's presence and reflect on His
word. Regular participation in the liturgy also helps members grow spiritually and maintain their
connection to the church?s traditions.

Conclusion

The Marthoma worship order is a beautiful and sacred tradition that encapsulates the theological
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beliefs, cultural heritage, and spiritual aspirations of the Marthoma Syrian Church. Rooted in ancient
liturgical practices yet adaptable to contemporary worship, it offers a meaningful way for believers to
commune with God, celebrate His presence, and strengthen their faith community. Whether
observed during regular Sundays or special festivals, the Marthoma worship order remains a vital
expression of Christian devotion and unity.

Additional Resources

For those interested in exploring the Marthoma worship order further:

- Visit the official Marthoma Church website for liturgical guides and resources.
- Attend a local Marthoma service to experience the worship order firsthand.
- Read books on Syriac Christian liturgy and Marthoma church practices.

By understanding and appreciating the intricacies of the Marthoma worship order, believers can
enrich their spiritual lives and uphold the sacred traditions that have been passed down through
generations.
 
Marthoma Worship Order is a distinctive and rich liturgical tradition that forms the spiritual backbone
of the Mar Thoma Church, a prominent Christian community rooted in the Indian Christian tradition.
Known for its blend of ancient liturgical practices with local cultural elements, the Marthoma worship
order embodies both reverence and accessibility, making it a vital aspect of worship and community
life for its adherents. This worship order not only facilitates a profound spiritual experience but also
reflects the theological nuances and cultural identity of the Mar Thoma Church, which seeks to
maintain the historic faith while engaging with contemporary society.

Introduction to the Marthoma Worship Order

The Marthoma Church, also known as the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church, traces its origins to
the ancient Christian community of Kerala, India, which claims apostolic roots dating back to the 1st
century. The worship order of the Mar Thoma Church is a carefully curated liturgical framework that
combines elements from the Syrian Christian tradition with modifications introduced over centuries
to suit local customs and theological emphases.

This worship order emphasizes the centrality of the Holy Eucharist, known as the Holy Qurbana,
which is celebrated with reverence, symbolism, and participatory involvement of the congregation.
The liturgical structure is designed to foster spiritual growth, communal participation, and doctrinal
clarity, making it both a devotional and educational experience.

Historical Development of the Worship Order

Published by: revivethetime.com Page 4 of 9



Malankara orthodox qurbana songs Updated Version Vol. 2024, Issue 5

The Marthoma worship order has evolved over centuries, influenced by various liturgical traditions,
including the Syriac Orthodox, Anglican, and local Kerala customs. The original Syrian liturgical
texts, such as the Qurobo (Eucharistic service), were adapted and translated into Malayalam and
other languages, integrating local music, chants, and rituals.

Key milestones in its development include:

- Adoption of the West Syriac liturgical tradition, with modifications to reflect Reformation
influences.

- Incorporation of Malayalam hymns and responses to engage the congregation actively.
- Standardization of the liturgical order in the 19th and 20th centuries to ensure uniformity across

parishes.

This historical evolution underscores the Marthoma Church?s commitment to maintaining apostolic
continuity while remaining relevant to its congregation.

Main Components of the Marthoma Worship Order

The worship order encompasses several essential parts that collectively create a meaningful
liturgical experience:

The Service of the Word

- Opening Prayers and Hymns: The service begins with hymns, psalms, and prayers that prepare
the congregation spiritually.

- Bible Readings: Selected passages from the Old and New Testaments are read, emphasizing
themes of salvation and faith.

- Sermon: The priest or bishop delivers a message that interprets Scripture and applies it to daily
life.

The Holy Eucharist (Qurbana)

- Preparation: The bread and wine are consecrated through the prayer of consecration, known as
the Anaphora.

- Distribution: The faithful commune with the consecrated elements, symbolizing participation in
Christ?s sacrifice.

- Post-Communion Prayers: Prayers of thanksgiving and reflection conclude the Eucharistic part.
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Additional Rituals and Practices

- Kyrie and Gloria: Choruses and responses that praise God.
- Processions: Occasionally included, especially during festivals.
- Prayers for Healing and Intercession: Offered during or after the main service.

The Liturgy: Structure and Features

The Marthoma worship order is characterized by its structured yet flexible approach,
accommodating both formal liturgical elements and spontaneous expressions of faith.

Order of the Holy Qurbana

The Eucharistic service follows a sequence that includes:

- Introductory Rites: Opening prayers, hymns, and greeting.
- Liturgy of the Word: Scripture readings, psalms, and sermons.
- Preparation of the Gifts: Presentation and offering of bread and wine.
- Consecration and Communion: The central mystery of faith, where the elements are

consecrated and distributed.
- Concluding Rites: Prayers, benedictions, and dismissal.

Language and Music

- The liturgy is primarily conducted in Malayalam, with parts in Syriac and English, reflecting the
church?s multilingual context.

- Music plays a vital role, with traditional hymns, responsive psalms, and chants enriching the
worship experience.

- The musical style combines Western hymns with indigenous Kerala melodies, creating a unique
sonic tapestry.

Use of Symbols and Rituals

- Incense, candles, and vestments enhance the sacred atmosphere.
- The sign of the cross, kneeling, and genuflections are observed as tactile expressions of

reverence.
- The altar and its furnishings symbolize the heavenly sanctuary.
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Distinctive Features of the Marthoma Worship Order

The Marthoma worship order is distinguished by several features that set it apart from other liturgical
traditions:

- Balanced Use of Tradition and Modernity: It preserves ancient Syrian rites while incorporating
contemporary elements such as vernacular language and local music.

- Participatory Worship: Emphasis on congregational responses and active participation.
- Scriptural Emphasis: A strong focus on Bible readings and sermons that reflect

Reformation-inspired theological insights.
- Focus on the Holy Spirit: Prayers and hymns invoke the Holy Spirit?s guidance, aligning with

Mar Thoma?s charismatic and renewal movements.
- Inclusive Approach: The order is designed to be accessible, welcoming members of diverse

backgrounds.

Pros and Cons of the Marthoma Worship Order

Pros

- Rich in Tradition: Maintains a deep connection with ancient Christian liturgical practices.
- Culturally Engaging: Incorporates local language, music, and customs, making worship

meaningful.
- Participatory: Encourages active involvement of the congregation, fostering community spirit.
- Theologically Balanced: Emphasizes Scripture, sacraments, and the Holy Spirit, aligning with

Reformation principles.
- Flexible and Adaptable: Allows regional variations without compromising core liturgical integrity.

Cons

- Complexity for Newcomers: The structured rituals and responses can be challenging for
first-time attendees.

- Language Barriers: Use of Syriac or Malayalam may limit understanding for some congregants.
- Resource Intensive: Requires trained clergy, musicians, and liturgical materials, which might not

be available in all parishes.
- Traditionalist Tensions: Balancing modern sensibilities with ancient rites can sometimes lead to

internal debates.
- Limited Global Recognition: The unique nature of the order may make it less recognizable or

adaptable outside the local context.
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Comparison with Other Liturgical Traditions

While sharing similarities with other Syrian Christian liturgies, the Marthoma worship order has its
unique identity:

- Unlike the Syrian Orthodox or Catholic rites, it emphasizes Reformation ideals, such as the
priesthood of all believers.

- Compared to Anglican or Protestant services, it retains the sacramental focus and liturgical
richness.

- The integration of Malayalam hymns and local customs makes it distinct from purely Western
liturgical orders.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Marthoma Worship Order

The Marthoma Worship Order stands as a testament to the church?s commitment to preserving its
ancient roots while engaging with contemporary faith expressions. Its carefully crafted liturgical
structure fosters a sense of divine presence, community participation, and spiritual growth. For
members of the Mar Thoma Church, the worship order is not merely a routine but a sacred
encounter that connects them to the historic church, their cultural identity, and their faith journey.

In an increasingly diverse and globalized world, the Marthoma worship order offers a model of
liturgical fidelity combined with cultural relevance. Its strengths lie in its ability to nurture faith through
meaningful rituals, communal singing, and Scriptural reflection, making it a vital pillar of Mar Thoma
spiritual life. Conversely, ongoing efforts to simplify and adapt certain elements can help make it
more accessible to new generations and visitors, ensuring its vitality for years to come.

Overall, the Marthoma Worship Order exemplifies a harmonious blend of tradition, theology, and
culture?an enduring expression of faith that continues to inspire and uplift its community.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the general structure of the Marthoma worship order? The Marthoma
worship order typically follows a liturgical structure that includes prayers, hymns, scripture readings,
the sermon, the Eucharist, and concluding blessings, all conducted in a reverent and organized
manner. Are there specific prayers unique to the Marthoma worship order? Yes, the Marthoma
church incorporates specific prayers such as the 'Marthoma Liturgy,' 'Morning and Evening Prayers,'
and special prayers for Holy Communion, which are integral to their worship service. How does the
Marthoma worship order differ from other Anglican traditions? While similar to Anglican liturgies, the
Marthoma worship order emphasizes the use of Malayalam language, local customs, and specific
Marthoma prayers and hymns, making it distinct in its cultural and spiritual expressions. Is the
Marthoma worship order fixed or does it vary by occasion? The core structure remains consistent,
but variations may occur during special occasions like Easter, Christmas, or Holy Week, with
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additional hymns, processions, and prayers added to the standard order. What role do hymns play
in the Marthoma worship order? Hymns are a vital part of the service, used to praise God, invoke
the Holy Spirit, and enhance spiritual reflection; they are sung at various points throughout the
worship, often in the local language. How is the Holy Communion integrated into the Marthoma
worship order? The Holy Communion is a central part of the service, usually conducted after
scripture readings and sermons, following specific liturgical prayers and preparing the congregation
spiritually for communion. Are there specific liturgical vestments used during Marthoma worship?
Yes, clergy typically wear liturgical vestments such as the cassock, stole, and stole, which are used
to signify their role and the sacredness of the worship service. How can one learn or participate in
the Marthoma worship order? One can learn by attending services regularly, studying the liturgical
texts, and seeking guidance from church leaders or participating in worship preparation classes
offered by local Marthoma churches. Has the Marthoma worship order evolved over time? Yes,
while maintaining traditional elements, the Marthoma worship order has seen adaptations to include
contemporary music, language updates, and new liturgical practices to make worship more
meaningful and accessible. 
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